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ON THE EDGE

Man threatening suicide stops traffic in all-day standoff
BY RANDY VAZQUEZ
@V5randy

Photos by Randy Vazquez | Spartan Daily
(Left) An unidentified man tells police to “read between the lines” as he threatens to jump from the southbound
Interstate Highway 680 and Southbound U.S Highway 101 interchange. (Right) Veronica Marquez of East San
Jose released an array of balloons in an effort to give the man a sense of hope.

FILLING THE VOID

ROCK THE VOTE

The full spectrum of human empathy was on display Monday afternoon.
On one side cries of “Jump, coward,”
on the other, a signal of solidarity
and hope through the release of white
balloons into the naked sky as a man
sat poised to jump off the Interstate
280 and Interstate 680 interchange
for seven hours yesterday, closing the
interchange and backing up traffic
throughout the area.
“We first received the calls of a
gentleman walking on the freeway
ourselves at 12:48 this afternoon,”
said California Highway Patrol Officer Peter van Eckhardt. “We had units
responding out there, and he actually
was reported by some of the people on
the scene saying he was calling into
us and saying he was threatening to
jump into traffic and then jump off the
over-crossing itself.”
CHP and the San Jose Police Department were at the scene. San Jose
Police sent out a negotiator to deal with
the man, according to van Eckhardt.
“I was actually at the doctor in Palo
Alto and I heard that there was traffic
on 101 because of what was going on
and I got home and I was talking

SEE EDGE ON PAGE 3

DRIED UP

A.S. elections
Candidates for open VP
approach with position speak at forum
candidate
The ch
challenges with
meet-and-greet

State passes
bill restricting
water usage

BY ANASTASIYA R AKOVA & DUY NGUYEN
@ssupstace @duynguyen94

Last month, Gov. Jerry Brown enforced four new laws to help sustain
California’s water supply.
The new laws are:
1. Ban restaurants from serving water without a request from the customer.
2. Require hotels and motels to provide their guests with the option to not
have their towels and linen washed daily.
3. Prohibit Californians from watering lawns and landscaping with potable
water until 48 hours after measurable
rainfall.
4. Require cities, counties, water districts and private companies to limit
lawn watering to two days a week.
Violating these laws carries a fine of
up to $500.
Most significantly, the law that went
into effect will limit water districts and
cities to limit their water use by 35, 25
or 20 percent, based on the daily gallons per capita.
San Jose, Santa Clara, Mountain
View and San Jose’s Great Oaks Water
Co. all fall into the 20 percent reduction bracket.

“”

BY JEREMY CUMMINGS
& DARBY BROWN-KUHN
@JeremyCummings3
@darbk5352

Students gathered on Thursday around
the Associated Students barbecue lawn
for an informal meet-and-greet with candidates for the upcoming A.S. election,
for which polls will be held April 16–22.
Candidates and other students mingled around the picnic tables, chatting
and snacking on refreshments served
nearby as both parties processed how the
upcoming debates and elections might
turn out.
“This is a chance for students to get familiar to people who are running for the
election,” said Hector Perea, A.S. chief
elections officer. “This is a very casual environment where you can get more personal with all the candidates.”
He said this type of event was established to increase the sense of community
at SJSU. The A.S. board wants SJSU to be
more involved.
“We are having a candidate debate
next Thursday and that hopefully will be
another event that can get students

SEE ELECTION ON PAGE 3

ferent settings with different policies is a key
to success.
“I think it’s important
to have been places and
things in order to act
diversity
dive
made it done
appropriately as an adSan Jose State’s office
appealing to me ... ministrator,” Barnhouse
of student affairs has
narrowed its search for
I enjoy challenges
enges said.Another key point
a new vice president to
in Barnhouse’s platform
three candidates. Each
was the importance of
candidate held an open
Orinthia Montague,
forum for faculty and
understanding the stuInterim VP of Student
students to speak about
dents’ experience. He said
Affairs at Normandale
what they could do to
where student affairs are
involved, conversations
improve student affairs
Community College
must start with the stuon campus.
The first candidate, Dr. Richard Barn- dents as they are the center of everything in
house, stressed his versatility and experi- his work.
Barnhouse is no stranger to leadership.
ence during his forum in the Engineering
His master’s thesis and doctoral disserbuilding.
Barnhouse has held a range of positions tation are focused on various aspects of
at various schools throughout his career leadership.
The second candidate, Dr. Orinthia
including assistant director for operations
at Rice University in Houston, Texas and Montague, brought a sense of optimism
dean of students at Moraine Park Techni- and courage to her open forum at the Student Union Theater on Wednesday.
cal College in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.
Most recently, Barnhouse has worked
Much of Montague’s past work has been
as the associate vice chancellor for student focused on promoting diversity.
affairs and enrollment management at UniIn some of her past roles, Montague
versity of Wisconsin Colleges in Madison, has worked with institutions where
Wisconsin. In this position he oversaw stu- much of the student body comes from
dent affairs across 13 campuses, working a white suburban background and said
closely with the deans of each school.
To Barnhouse, diverse experience in difSEE VP ON PAGE 3

BY JUSTIN SAN DIEGO
@incrediblejsd

SEE WATER ON PAGE 2

LITTLE PITCHERS

Kids come to campus to play sports alongside student-athletes
BY R AIN STITES
@writeas_rain

Rain Stites | Spartan Daily
Claire Choo, 8, races her brother
Luke Choo, 5, in the potato sack
race during the Field Day event at
Spartan Stadium last Saturday.

Children laughed while they learned as
the San Jose State University Athletics Department hosted its annual Field Day at
Spartan Stadium on Saturday.
The free event, according to the organizers, hoped to encourage young children to
get active with sports and create college student role models for the kids.
Children age 5-12 from surrounding

communities were invited to join SJSU student-athletes for a day of learn-by-doing.
“I like the activities,” said participant
Claire Choo, 8, of San Jose. “I think (SJSU) is
gonna be a fun university.”
The various activities led by the student-athletes gave children an opportunity
to participate in a sport they might not have
been able to otherwise, according to Julie
Stansberry, student services coordinator at
SJSU.
“They’re great representatives of what

we’re all about: sports and academics,” Stansberry said of the student-athletes. “The little
kids look up to them and they’re such great
role models for our community. We have really, really good kids here at San Jose State.
We’re really lucky.”
Student-athletes from cross-country,
men’s and women’s basketball, football,
men’s and women’s soccer, swimming and
diving, gymnastics, volleyball, cheerleading,

SEE FIELD ON PAGE 6
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Vacaville, Morgan Hill and Bear Gulch are
the only locations that will have to face a 35
percent decrease.
“San Jose State is at the forefront of sustainability,” said Mohammad Qayoumi, San Jose
State president.
SJSU Facilities Development and Operation’s water Web page gives information about
its water source and efforts to sustain.
“SJSU is on track to reduce its potable (drinking quality) water consumption from a high of
almost 600 acre-feet per year in 1999 to 340
acre-feet by 2011,” according to water Web page.
One acre-foot is approximately 325,850 gallons.
This resulted in a 45 percent reduction.
Since the 1940s, SJSU has four sources of
water: a main campus well, a South Campus
well, South Bay Water Recycling and San Jose
Water Company, according to the document
“Presentation on Water at SJSU.”
The campus uses its personal well as its
primary source and the water company as its
backup.
Environmental studies professor Katherine
Cushing said she thinks SJSU has a great strategy for conserving water.
Cushing educates students during class sessions and by also advising the campus organization Environmental Resource Center.
The next step is creating methods to collect rainwater and establishing a better plumbing system to
use nondrinking water, Cushing said.
Qayoumi said he would like to install meters that would detect leaks in pipes.
According to an article and infographic by
the New York Times, San Jose consumes the state
average for per capita (per person), a daily consumption, with research gathered from last July.
Most of the areas consumed the most water
daily per capita were in Southern California
including Santa Fe, Los Angeles and Orange
County.
Another infographic attached to the same
article measures change in consumption. The
City of San Jose had a decrease of 11 percent
in its consumption with its neighboring cities
having a decrease of 10-20 percent.
Again in this chart, Southern California
proves to be a bigger problem with Trabuco
Canyon Water District having a increase consumption of 36 percent and Santa Fe Irrigation
District increasing 30 percent.
Justin San Diego is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.
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Admitted students get a first taste of SJSU

Courtney Kreitner | Spartan Daily
Tour guides take groups of potential students and parents around campus, including Spartan Gymnasium, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library and Tower Lawn on Saturday.
BY RAYMOND IBALE
@RaymondIbale
Blue and gold balloons, bumping music and big crowds of guests surrounded
the Paseo de Cesar Chavez as San Jose
State hosted Admitted Spartan Day on
Saturday to showcase the campus to the
upcoming freshmen class.
The campuswide event provided
potential students and families an opportunity to view the campus and gain
information about the departments and
clubs SJSU has to offer.
“This is a great day for prospective
students, students who have been admitted to determine if this is their place
where they belong,” said Renee Barnett
Terry, interim vice president for student
affairs. “It’s a time to explore and see
what the opportunities to be involve in
campus life … to talk with staff and faculty, meet our students and student leaders, and learn about the over 450 clubs
and organizations.”
Balloons filled the campus providing
information to the first-timers to SJSU.
Information booths gave out bags to attendees to collect free goodies from the
clubs and organizations.

“I was surprised by how many people were coming,” said junior chemical engineering major Derek Olson.
Olson manned the Out in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, or oSTEM, table, providing
information and networking opportunities to STEM majors who are part
of the LGBT community.
Tour guides holding megaphones
led big groups of potential students
and families all around the campus,
taking them inside the school gym,
to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library and through Tower Lawn.
SJSU’s band played songs like “Uptown Funk” by Mark Ronson featuring
Bruno Mars in front of the Music building, amping up the crowd even more.
SJSU radio station 90.5 KSJS had a
disc jockey booth just outside the Student Union blasting music to create a
welcoming ambience for the guests.
Next to that booth, a group performed a Mexican dance in front of the
Cesar Chavez Memorial Arch. Crowds
of spectators recorded on their smartphones and cameras as they watched the
dancers, dressed in traditional Mexican
attire, entertain them with dance moves.

Tents of clubs and organizations
lined up on the Paseo de Cesar Chavez
handing out information pamphlets,
shirts, pens, key chains and more.
Students from near and far came
to SJSU to get a firsthand impression
of the school.
“I live nearby and ever since I have
been growing up I just really like the
atmosphere here,” said prospective
business management freshman Jennifer Villegas. “It’s really fun and I
have been getting a lot of information about clubs and organizations
and everything.”
Admitted Spartan Day left a positive impact with some of the potential students.
“I’ve looked into Northern Arizona, Cal Poly Pomona and Santa Clara
University, and so far this place has
been the most energetic and the most
welcoming,” said prospective freshman electrical engineering major
George Kovacevic.
The yearly event came and went in
a blink of an eye as it ended successfully at 2:30 p.m.
Raymond Ibale is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Redesigning design Teams work to bring outdated practices into 21st century
BY RAECHEL PRICE
@rae_thecyborg
Visit spartandaily.com
for video coverage
Designers swarmed the worktables at San Jose’s TechShop Friday where they participated in
a group-based design challenge
aimed at bringing design techniques into the 21st century.
“Design is about leveraging resources. The most important one
is between your ears,” said Dan
Goodrich, lecturer and emergency services planner for San Jose
State College of Business.
Surya Vanka, international
conference chair for the Industrial Designers Society of America,
led the swarm.
“When I frame design swarms,
the way I think about them is an
impossibly difficult problem with
a maddeningly little amount of
information in a ridiculously short
amount of time,” Vanka said.
Friday’s design swarm was a
beta test of sorts for the IDSA 50th
anniversary international conference.
Students from SJSU, Arizona
State University, Brigham Young
University and other design
schools paired with professional
industrial designers to participate
in a set of design sprints. The format is a mix of a traditional design
“charrette” and hackathon.
A charrette—French for
“cart”—is an intense period of
work where designers collaborate to solve a design problem.
What those old charrettes accomplished in days and weeks,
Vanka is trying to do in hours.
Participants were grouped
into six teams, each with 10-12
designers, where they worked in
one-hour sprints to design, troubleshoot and build a prototype of
a solution to their given challenge.
Each of the six teams were
assigned one of two challenges,
both centered around emergency
shelter for displaced earthquake
victims. Teams were given strict
specifications for size, storage and
weight-bearing considerations.
Josh Nelson, industrial design

professor at SJSU, joined the group
“Mano y Mano” to work on a temporary outdoor toilet, for which
the group identified two main issues: privacy and sanitation.
The challenges were inspired
by emergency services planning
expert Frances Edwards, professor of political science at SJSU,
who provided context for the final
scenario of building emergency
shelters and sanitation units for
earthquake victims in California.
Edwards described the compounding issues created by
displaced victims of the 1994
Northridge Earthquake, who
feared their homes were unstable,
causing them to sleep outdoors
where they suffered illness due to
exposure and poor sanitation.
Edwards’ Northridge example is a problem that needed
a quick solution, and Vanka’s
swarm challenges are meant to
address the issue of timeliness.
Vanka is hell-bent on dragging
design into the 21st Century.
“Any new culture needs to be
practiced, and this is very unfamiliar, and so there is a learning
process that happens,” Vanka said.
Changing the nature of design
means letting go of some of the
older ways of doing things, such
as thinking about design as an insular process where the designer is
seen as a separate entity that hands
off their designs to the project
manager and is further removed
from the creative process.
“As we are seeing the world
of design transform, we are
seeing more people getting involved in design,” Vanka said.
“It also means that design itself
needs to transform.”
Junior industrial design major
Alexandra Sieben said the format
of the swarm challenge is a great
opportunity to collaborate with
other designers, but that collaboration can be a double-edged sword.
Sieben’s group named themselves “3 is 4 Squares” and worked
on a temporary sleeping structure
required to fit a family of four.
According to Sieben, working
in such a big team of designers,
it can be a challenge to solidify a
fi nal concept.
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she has done her part to help students
who don’t fit that mold feel welcome.
One of her main goals at SJSU is to
redefi ne the role of the diversity council
and make it more a part of the structure
of the school’s programming.
The recent string of diversity-related issues at SJSU are attractive to
Montague rather than a deterrent.
The opportunity to be a part of a
completely new cabinet and address
these issues is one of the main reasons
Montague sought out the vice president position.
“The challenges with diversity made

ELECTION
FROM PAGE 1

involved,” Perea said. “After
that we will start the election.”
Bryce Lewis, senior business finance major running
for A.S. controller, is one of
the candidates. He spoke of
his accomplishments and
promise if chosen for controller.
“I have been treasurer for
multiple councils and on
multiple clubs,” Lewis said.
“This is one of the big things
I definitely want to be part
of.”
He also stressed the importance of being open
minded and helping create
more unity on campus, and
how he’d strive to make the
campus more of a whole.
“It’s just getting out and
finding out different situations ... as far as social actions, as far as anything that
other organizations do, that
they want other people to
know (about) ... and (if) you
can understand that, that

Photos by Raechel Price
Blood, sweat and cardboard: Sam Bertain, industrial design major
at California College of
the Arts, cuts out trash
bags to use on a prototype of team Disruptive
Brilliance’s emergency
shelter.

Alexandra Sieben, sophomore industrial design major,
strategizes with her team “3
is 4 Squares” during the Design Swarm on Friday.
“There were a lot of really
good ideas,” Sieben said. “Everybody’s gonna have different
input and you got to work together to get the best solution.”
Vanka said leadership is an
important aspect of the new
format of design.
“That room holds the future
design leaders,” Vanka said. “I’ve
already noticed a few of them.”
The out-of-the-box thinking
required by the design swarm
method can be intimidating,
Vanka said, and the design students have the fearlessness to
push boundaries.
Raechel Price is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

it appealing to me … I enjoy challenges,” Montague said.
Montague’s past experience includes
various administrative jobs at colleges as
well as positions working with youth as a
social worker or youth group leader.
The final candidate, Dr. Reginald Blaylock, brought an accomplished resume
and a warm attitude to the Student Union
Theater on Thursday.
As the current associate vice president
for student services at San Diego State,
Blaylock believes a collaboration between
student affairs and the departments of
SJSU is the best way to help students.
“It’s hard for me to talk about a vision
without talking about a shared vision,”
Blaylock said. “Because to do it well, to

makes it better for you,” Lewis said. “They’ll come to you,
you’ll come to them, and it
just makes a better San Jose
community.”
Kamilah Lopez, sophomore finance major, came
to help support a friend who
is running for office. While
Lopez is not yet sure whom
she will vote for, she said she
is using the opportunity to
speak to candidates and give
each equal weight until she is
ready to decide.
Lopez said she doesn’t
want to be biased and went
to the event to help open her
eyes more and see what A.S.
is all about.
“I haven’t been able to talk
to anyone yet personally, but
some candidates have come
into my class or my job, and
I’ve seen some speak,” Lopez
said.
In terms of specifics, Lopez
said money is an issue that
should be taken seriously.
“I work for EOP ... so I really care about where our student fee money is going, and I

Members of team “3 is 4 Squares” plan out sleeping configurations for their prototype of the assigned emergency
shelter challenge for potential earthquake victims during
the Design Swarm on Friday.

do it right, a vision can’t be, shouldn’t be
one person’s vision. It should be our vision, a shared vision.”
To Blaylock, a system with student
services and individual school colleges
working as a cohesive unit can be far
more effective with supporting students
as opposed to a system where these entities would operate solo.
Blaylock has 27 years of administrative
leadership experience in the CSU system.
He also helped develop multiple programs which benefited students at SDSU
such as the Educational Opportunity Programs designed to support first generation
and low-income college students.
Another program he’s involved with,
Guardian Scholars, supports former fos-

think it’s really important that
they state that when they’re
running,” Lopez said. “It’s
really about putting yourself
into everything you do when
you come to campus.”
A.S. is an auxiliary organization that serves as the
student government for SJSU.
It controls an annual budget
of approximately $7 million
dollars, a majority of which
comes directly from mandatory student fees and funds
student groups, the Transportation Solutions program
and other various campus
programs and events. It is
controlled by a board of students that is elected annually
by the student body.
Candidate debates will
occur on Thursday from
1:30-3:30 p.m. in the Student
Union Ballroom. Polls will
open for online voting on
Thursday at 3:30 p.m. and
will be available until 8 a.m.
next Thursday, April 23.
Anastasiya Rakova and
Duy Nguyen are Daily staff
writers.

ter youth and unaccompanied homeless
youth through year-round housing and
health and career services.
Blaylock’s work in public administration has brought him accolades, including the Donald P. Leiffer “Outstanding
Alumni Award for Distinguished Service”
in 2013 and a “Distinguished Leadership
Award” for university and community
service from the University of New South
Wales in Sydney, Australia, in 2009.
In addition to his current position at
SDSU, he is currently a board member on
both the Monarch School for homeless
students and the San Diego Education
Foundation.
Darby Brown-Kuhn and Jeremy Cummings are Spartan Daily staff writers.
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to my kids and I just had that urge
to do something and see if I can
make a difference,” said Veronica
Marquez, San Jose resident.
For Marquez the connection
to the man sitting over the ledge
was what led her to visit the site
and show her support for the victim through the release of white
balloons into the sky.
“We just hope he can see the
balloons and he knows even
though we don’t know each other we are connected and we love
him,” Marquez said. “Maybe not
as bad but I have been there, so I
know what this is like.”
For others, the site of a man in
dangerous situations such as the
one that occurred yesterday was
overwhelming.
“It’s scary, speechless, maybe
his family is there staring at him
on TV,” said Giovanni Sainz, a
De Anza College student who
was traveling on I-280 during the
situation. “I’m able to see him
about to kill himself and that’s
bad.”

Photo Courtesy of Man Giang
The incident blocked several interstate ramps, causing
major stoppage for hours.
The CHP received calls at
12:48 p.m. and rushed to the
scene with a San Jose police
negotiator.
Around 7:30 p.m. the still unidentified man left the ledge and
was placed into custody of the San
Jose Police Department. A representative from SJPD could not be
immediately reached for comment.
Randy Vazquez is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
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Ariana Grande honeymoons in
San Jose at the SAP Center

BY R AYMOND IBALE
@RaymondIbale
Global pop singing sensation Ariana Grande had fans in awe when
her Honeymoon Tour touched down
at San Jose’s SAP Center on Sunday
evening.
Massive crowds of “Ariators” at the
SAP Center wearing Grande’s patented cat ears lined up eagerly waiting to
gain entrance to experience her show.
The Grammy-nominated artist
played most of her songs from her
sophomore album “My Everything.”
Norwegian disc jockey Cashmere
Cat kicked things off at 7:30 p.m.,
playing his futuristic hip-hop and
electronic set for half an hour. Cashmere Cat played “Be My Baby” featuring Ariana Grande, but she didn’t
come onstage for an early appearance.
Massive high-pitched screams
from teenage girls fi lled the arena
as the excitement for Grande kept
building throughout the night.
Once Cashmere Cat’s set ended,
British boy band Rixton rocked the
stage.
Rixton, formally know as Relics,
played its chart-topping single “Me
and My Broken Heart,” as well as a
rendition of “Uptown Funk” by Mark
Ronson featuring Bruno Mars and
“Hotel Ceiling,” co-written by English artist Ed Sheeran.
Rixton teased the crowd by making them think Sheeran would perform with them, and a frenzy of fans
got off their seat to see if Sheeran was
really there. Unfortunately he “never
texted” Rixton back to confirm he
was coming.
Fans apparently got the joke,
“When I heard Ed Sheeran’s name
I was so excited,” said concertgoer
Sarah Nguyen, traveling from Livermore. “I thought it was funny and
others didn’t seem too disappointed.”

R E V IE W

Paul Walker
lives on in
‘Furious 7’

BY R ANDY VAZQUEZ
@V5randy

Photo Courtesy of Denisse Crespo
Ariana Grande performs “Best Mistake” featuring a giant image of
Big Sean on the backscreen, while she rides atop a cloud.
Rixton ended their set at 8:45 p.m.,
and the crowd became frenzied for
the main event.
A 60-second countdown ensued,
and Grande’s grand entrance had
fans screaming on the top of their
lungs.
Grande kicked her performance
with an explosion, singing “Bang
Bang,” every time she sang the chorus as fireworks shot upward from
the stage. Grande also played her
chart-topping singles “Break Your
Heart Right Back,” “One Last Time,”
“Big Mistake” and “Love Me Harder.”
“My favorite part was when Ariana Grande hit the stage for her first
performance,” said Ohlone College
business major Jessica Ceja Nolasco.
“Nothing compares to the initial feeling of seeing your favorite artist live.”
When Grande played “Break
Free,” lasers and lights had the crowd
excited. Once the beat dropped, a
frenzy of lasers flashed, surrounding

the crowd as they frantically jumped.
“I really loved her stage effects and
props. Her combination of fireworks,
smoke and lights during her set gave
her performances that extra oomph,”
said Chabot College marine biology
major Denisse Crespo. “Props propelled above the stage like a cloud
and (the) chandelier was really cool.”
Fans who bought VIP tickets received a gift bag, as well as glowing
cat ears. Hundreds of ears lit up in
unison with the show.
The night ended with Grande
playing her hit single “Problem.”
Cannons launched massive amounts
of confetti in the air and it drizzled
upon the crowd.
Grande thanked the fans and said
she loved San Jose.
Raymond Ibale is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

You did not have to pay the $13 and sit through “Furious 7” in theaters to see the late Paul Walker and Vin
Diesel’s heartfelt farewell.
The final scene of the seventh installment of the
“Fast and the Furious” franchise exploded across social
media as both actors literally drove off into the sunset in
their original import and muscle car combo.
“You will always be my brother,” with a sad face
Emoji was a common post on social media.
Neither the social media buzz generated by the movie, nor Walker’s computer-generated face in the final
scene could have made the movie more interesting than
its predecessors.
The latest segment of the franchise pushed the envelope on things that could never happen, and I am not
just talking about Diesel deadlifting a car or the seamless building-to-building jump.
The most ridiculous scene implies Michelle Rodriguez would last longer in a fight with women’s UFC
champion Ronda Rousey than her most recent opponent who lasted a whopping 13 seconds in the ring with
the current mixed martial arts queen.
One thing I did enjoy about the film is the suspense.
By suspense I mean the imminently suspected death of
Walker, which did not happen.
Despite knowing the ending in advanced from social
media spoilers, I still thought it was thrilling to see the
movie.
I heavily anticipated how the director would seal the
co-star’s “Fast and Furious” career. Every over the top
scene involving Walker would cause me to look away
and think ‘this is it, here it comes.’ All suspense but
then, nothing, no resolution.
The movie has recently surpassed the $800 million
mark according to Business Insider so I may be in
the minority but I will take the LA-underground-carscene-fueled movies in the early stage of the series over
the exaggerated green-screen action scenes in Dubai,
United Arab Emirates.
Randy Vazquez is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
FOLLOW US ON
INSTAGRAM
@SPARTANDAILY
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Mariotti hire is a fair
chance for redemption
When the San Francisco Examiner announced it was adding journalist Jay Mariotti
to its staff two weeks ago, the widespread
reaction to the hire was total shock.
It wasn’t because of Mariotti’s resume
as a journalist—the man worked for several newspapers, including the Chicago
Sun-Times for 17 years and was a regular
commentator on ESPN’s “Around The
Horn” until 2010.
It’s his legal history that has drawn so
much negative attention. In 2010, Mariotti was arrested for suspicion of felony
domestic violence, according to the Los
Angeles Times, and was charged with
seven misdemeanor counts including two
counts of domestic violence with injury
and one count of false imprisonment.
He eventually pleaded no contest to
one count of misdemeanor assault, according to the Huffington Post, and was
sentenced to 36 months probation and
community service.
After such a legal debacle, it’s amazing
that Mariotti can even show his face in
public, let alone get a fresh start in the
Bay Area.
So why did this happen? Thanks in
large part to his professional stature in
the journalism field. Mariotti has been

given a second chance. If he were a garbage man or a waiter, the circumstances
for him would be far more severe.
When someone is a professional in
their field, it seems that we want to give
them reprieve because of the amount of
blood and sweat they gave working themselves into their current position.
Take a look at some actors who have
been arrested for domestic violence.
Mel Gibson, Josh Brolin, Sean Penn and
Christian Slater are a few notable Hollywood names that fit in this category and
these four actors have gotten in trouble
for other things as well.
Slater has been arrested for battery,
assault with a deadly weapon and drug
possession, according to ranker.com, and
Brolin and Gibson have been arrested for
alcohol-related offenses.
Since Ray Rice is still on some people’s
minds for his recent domestic violence issues, I’ll list some other NFL players who
have been arrested for it as well. Ray McDonald and Greg Hardy were arrested for
the same charge last year, heck 15 players
have been arrested for violence against
women in the last two calendar years
alone, according to Sports Illustrated.
Compare the indiscretions of these
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players to the legal troubles of now former
Alabama football player Jonathan Taylor.
After his third arrest in two years, Taylor
no longer is part of the Crimson Tide football program and the possibility of him
playing in the NFL is in serious jeopardy.
Taylor is young and therefore doesn’t
have a body of work to aid him in this
situation. Since this isn’t his first domestic
violence charge (he was arrested in January
while he was a player at Georgia) even if he
was eligible to be drafted, many teams will
pass him because he’s damaged goods.
For men like Mariotti and Rice, their
professional standing can help them
overcome this nasty blemish and make it
a thing of the past. Rice has a chance to
play again if he can show the public that
he’s a changed man, and Mariotti is now
turning the corner by returning to his
role as an elite sportswriter.
If he can stay out of trouble, Mariotti
will show that his arrest was only a onetime incident never to be repeated.
Darby Brown-Kuhn is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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When will television directors
stop miscasting Jesus Christ?
Events in the Bible are always
tricky to tie in with written
history but one concrete thing we
know is that the events described
take place in the Middle East,
where countries like Palestine,
Israel and Syria are.
That said, for all our obsession
with making big productions
of the Bible, we seem to have no
problem with casting Jesus as
white (hilariously with an American accent sometimes).
People want to complain
about a black Annie, a black
James Bond or just about any
black superhero with a traditionally white counterpart but
whenever there’s a new biblical
movie the response to the cast
getting white-washed is usually
pretty small.
We’ve had “Exodus: Gods and
Kings” and “Noah” done as gritty
adaptations of biblical stories
without any of the historical
accuracy in the main characters.
Ridley Scott, director of
“Exodus,” flat out said it would be
unprofitable and a hassle for him
to hire an accurate actor, because

it’s apparently too much to ask
for European actors of Middle
Eastern descent.
The History Channel brought
us the critically-acclaimed series
“The Bible,” where Jesus was
portrayed by Portuguese actor
Diogo Morgado, who may not be
blue-eyed but he certainly isn’t
bronze-skinned.
On the bright side, the news
organizations that choose to
touch the topic are at least trying
to be accurate.
CNN has “Finding Jesus,” a
special report that investigates
whether there is any physical
evidence to the existence of
Jesus and casts Adam Bond as
the titular messiah.
According to his Internet
Movie Database page, the dual
U.S. and U.K. citizen is Scottish,
Irish, French, Ojibwe (Native
American) and Polish-Jewish.
It’d be pretty rude to say
he’s “mostly white” but the actor is still a far cry from who
has been traditionally cast,
like Jim Caviezel with a prosthetic nose in Mel Gibson’s

“The Passion of the Christ.”
Even Fox News cast Lebanese
Haaz Sleiman to play Jesus for
the adaptation of Bill O’Reilly’s
“Killing Jesus,” the only irony
here being that about a year ago
Megyn Kelly was on the network
talking about how Jesus and Santa Claus were “just white.”
But this is something that
goes beyond the screen. It’s in
paintings, children’s books, statues, stained-glass windows and
crucifixes.
For some odd reason there
never seems to be a problem with
hiring Italians to play Romans
while the Apostles and surrounding Israelites are usually just a
grab bag of different (suspiciously
European accented) nationalities
and races.
Glenn Beck is Christian (or
Mormon, it’s a confusing situation) and he dedicated a whole
segment of his show to why
James Bond shouldn’t be black.
But when he criticized
“Family Guy,” “Noah” and
“Exodus: Gods and Kings,”
he criticized them because he

Student-athletes should be
getting a piece of the dollar pie
With the NCAA basketball tournament
over and Duke crowned the new college
basketball champion, the topic of whether
student-athletes should be paid comes up.
I find myself always in favor of the athletes
getting some of the money that these universities make on the backs of their students.
Of course a lot of folks against this notion
bring up the fact that these students are considered to be “amateurs.” Paying them would
take the purity out of the sport, these people
say, and they would be semi-pro players and
no longer student-athletes.
But it’s hard to say when schools are making millions of dollars off athletes and the
players aren’t even sniffing a penny made off
their backs.
According to an ESPN article written
by Darren Rovell, back in 1991 the NCAA’s
basketball fund was started as a way to split
the tournament television money, which at
the time was worth $143 million a year. The
average annual value of the TV rights for this
year, as a result of a 14-year, $10.8 billion deal
signed with CBS and Turner in 2011, is $771
million.
That amount of money is a huge increase
over the years and shows that even as horrible
as many people may think college basketball
is to watch, it isn’t horrible enough to bring in
the money.
The ESPN article also went on to mention
that because of the success the Atlantic Coast
Conference had with its teams moving on to
the Sweet 16 this year and Duke winning the

championship, the conference will rake in $28
million over the next six years.
Out of that $28 million, which is evenly distributed to each of the schools in the
conference, guess how much of that our student-athletes get? That’s right zero, nothing,
zilch. Of course they get free gear and get to
travel but instead of getting any of the money
they worked hard for they get a high-five and
a pat on the back.
To a lot of us regular students who don’t
play sports, it becomes an issue because we
all work and have to pay for college whereas
these athletes get a free ride to school through
scholarships. Why should they get even more
money and free things when we have to pay
for our things?
As much as we don’t like that, we also
don’t bring the school the type of money they
make from these athletes. As cool as Walter
White made chemistry look in “Breaking
Bad,” nobody is going to pay $30 to sit front
row, $10 on beers, $30 on a hoodie and $100
on a jersey for the chemistry professor and
students to mix chemicals in a lab. But they
will pay all that to see a bunch of athletes lay
their bodies on the line in a football game.
Another reason why I think studentathletes should be paid is because people in
these schools get money and bonuses off the
accomplishments of these athletes.
For example, last year the athletic director
for Ohio State University received an $18,000
bonus because a wrestler won the national
championship in his weight class. Can you
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thought they made religious
figures look arrogant, excessively violent or downright
foolish.
None of his criticism centered
on those same figures being
portrayed as white.
So going over the logic here:
cast a fictional white character black, someone inevitably
compares that casting with a
white portrayal of a non-fictional
person of color to prove a point.
But Jesus Christ has been
portrayed as white for years and
years, so that argument’s a little
bit moot by now.
Raphael Stroud is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
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imagine what his bonus was like this year
after the football team won the national
championship? And of course the wrestler
more than likely did not see a dime he helped
the assistant director pocket even though he
won the match and title.
And the money doesn’t even stop there.
The coaches get paid a high amount as well
along with endorsement deals and none of it
is kicked back to the people who make it all
possible.
When you watch college sports, especially
basketball, after every score there’s a camera
shot of the coach running the sideline as if he
crossed someone over and hit an open jumper
himself. You would think the president was
coaching the team the amount of TV time
these coaches get where the real stars are the
ones on the court, the field or the diamond.
The money in college sports is going to
keep on going up, and it’s going to be only a
matter of time until these athletes finally look
at each other and say they deserve just a small
piece of the NCAA’s giant pie.
David Bermudez is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.
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Earthquakes midfielder Cordell Cato chases after the ball in the Quakes’
1–0 win over the Vancouver Whitecaps on Saturday at Avaya Stadium.

Quakes beat top dog
Quakes 1, Whitecaps 0
BY HENRY NAVARRO
@manof2moro
The San Jose Earthquakes shook up the Western Conference standings
Saturday night, defeating
the MLS-leading Vancouver Whitecaps FC 1–0 in
the first shutout of goalkeeper David Bingham's
career—which he picked
up without having to make
a single save.
Both teams struggled to
get their offense going in
a lackluster first half with
neither goalkeeper recording a save before halftime.
The Earthquakes thought
they had scored in the ninth
minute when Matias Perez
Garcia stole a pass in the
midfield and set up forward
Adam Jahn for a goal, but it
was disallowed as Jahn was
called offside.
“We came in at halftime
and the feeling among us
was we were in control and

we had great opportunities
and we’ve been able to not
let them have a shot,” Earthquakes defender Marvell
Wynne said.
It was Sanna Nyassi’s
first goal of the season in
the 75th minute which ended up being the game-winning goal.
Before the goal, Vancouver blocked two shot attempts in a flurry of attacks
by the Earthquakes. Nyassi
scored off a rebound with a
left-footed strike that went
into the left corner of the
goal.
The Whitecaps couldn’t
get a shot on goal, allowing Bingham to pick up the
shutout without having to
work for it.
The Earthquakes took
control in the second half
with the Whitecaps playing a little too aggressive,
prompting the refs to call
fouls left and right.
Whitecaps midfielder
Pedro Morales and San
Jose's Jahn both received

red cards in the 88th minute after an altercation involving Jahn going down
and Morales kicking the
ball near Jahn's midsection
causing Jahn to retaliate by
kicking at Morales' shins.
This victory can only
boost the Quakes’ confidence heading into the long
season as it ended their
two-game losing streak
and snapped an eight-game
winless streak against the
Whitecaps.
“I think we played great
team defense,” Earthquakes
midfielder Fatai Alashe said.
“It was good to get that first
shutout and home win.”
The Quakes are now on
their way east to play the
New York Red Bulls this
Friday in the first of four
straight road games.
“Playing on the road is
going to be difficult but we
have to try to get points,”
Earthquakes defender Clarence Goodson said.
Henry Navarro is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

track and field and golf helped the young
attendees play games and promote athletic skill development.
“While we strive to have success on
the field, we wanna build a foundation
for success beyond the field,” said Ron
Caragher, SJSU head football coach. “I
think this is part of the education process is reaching out in the community
and being involved and helping others.”
This year, Field Day broadened its
outreach to another community. Perfect timing, according to Ron Caragher
and his wife Wendy Caragher, as Autism
Awareness Month is recognized in April.
For the past three years, the Spartan
football players have teamed up with the
Autism Tree Project Foundation, a family mentor program, to work with children diagnosed with autism.
Th is collaboration was extended for
the fi rst time this past Saturday as children of the San Jose community were
invited to participate in Field Day. A
tradition, according to all those involved in the organization of this event,
will hopefully be synonymous with
Field Day.
“We’re here today to really embrace
the autistic community in San Jose,” said
Wendy Caragher, who also volunteers

as assistant coach for women’s tennis.
“We’re trying to build community and
bridge the gap between our players and
kids and create an environment where
it’s fun.”
This year, speech pathology students
joined the student-athletes on the field.
Jean Novak, speech pathology and
communicative disorder professor, said
this type of activity is crucial in the expressive development of children diagnosed with autism. It’s a “real experience” for all involved, she said.
“It’s that bringing together the discipline of speech pathology that works on
communication with football which is
sports and engaging the activity to the
language,” Novak said.
Thomas Tucker, sophomore kinesiology major and running back for the football team, plans on participating in this
event for the rest of his time here at SJSU.
“I just love to see a smile on a kid’s
face,” Tucker said.
According to Ron Caragher, this
mesh of college students and children is
fun to see.
“Inside each one of our players, you
know these 6-foot-5, 270-pound players, is
a little kid,” Ron Caragher said. “And they
get down on their hands and knees and
they play and interact with these kids.”
Rain Stites is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.
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Freshman gymnast Eri Tamada high-fives 4-year-old Cole Sasaki after
completing a short obstacle course on Saturday at the SJSU Field Day.

